Nolumus, quod Organicis Inſtrumentis tefonet in 0 25 2 a 
>Rccleth ; impudica, aut laſciva Harmonia. CConcil. * 
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| HAT Spirit « of Nane 
and Concord among your 
ſelves, (mp lol Joy r 
Delight) together with 
that ſignal Affection ad © 
Veneration, which you conſtantly, and 
| (I believe) fincerely expreſs for the 
Worſhip of God, and the Dignity and 
Decency of the Church, and which you 
have fo unanimouſly and cheerfully 
contributed to advance and ſupport, 
gives you a juſt Title to the following 
Diſcourſe. A Performance far ſhort of 


the Dignity of the Argument, and even 
too mean to merit your favo able Ace- 


ceptance. I have not the Vänity to 


think, that theſe Pages caff add any 


Thing to the Luſtre of that lovely Ini 
ſtrument, the ORGAN; : which at once 
2 . cake! the Eye, and charms 

1 N the 
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DEDICATION. 


the © Ear. if they ſhall but open a Paſ- 
ſage, to let in the leaſt Ray of Light, 
whereby may be taken ſome . clearer 
View of the Beauty and Excellency 
thereof; I have my End. 

Beloved, my Heart's Deſire and Pray- 
er to God, and my earneſt Requeſt to 
you is, That You and I may harmo- 
niouſly and heartily join in devout 
Praiſes to God, and fervent Prayers for 
each other. 'That God will pleaſe to 
make my poorLabours ſucceſsful, ſo as - 
that he may haye the Honour, and you 
may reap the Benefit thereof, in all 
- Temporal and Spiritual Bleſſings; and 
that by his divine Grace upon. our ſin- 
cere Endeavours, every Soul of ns may, 
thro' the Merits of Chriſt, become qua- 
lifed to bear our Parts in that perfect 
Symphony of Celeſtial Aleluiahs, which 
will be both our Employment and Plea- 
ſure in the Life Immortal. This is, 
and (by God's Help) ſhall be the con- 
tinued Subject of my Prayers, who have 
no Ini La than to acquit my 
. | ny 


Ez Faithful Miniſter, rf 
6 " 5 ; 006 dec 
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pfal CL. Ver. 4. 


1 Praiſe. him with tg * 
_ Inflruments, and Organs. 


TE - undeniably our Duty, to. 
© | ſerve God in the moſt exalted 
manner, that our beſt Capacities 
and Faculties will admit of. 
And whereas the beſt of us find, 
that our dull Affections often want quickning 3 
it behoves us to make Uſe of th eſt Helps 
we can procure, to excite and exhilarate our 
Spirits, eſpecially in that Part of ou 5 


rvice, 
which requires a cheerful and elevated Mind: 


which Praiſe and Thankſgiving (the beſt Work 


we can do, and the higheſt Tribute we can pay ) 
do moſt n plead for. 

This whole Pſalm (almoſt) is one continued 
Alleluiah. There are but fix ſhort Verſes, in 
which are Thirteen Aleluiahs, i. e. Praiſe ye 
the Lord, and praiſe him : with a View, as ſome 


Commentators obſerve, to the like Number o © 


the Divine Attributes and Perfe&ions, which 


God proclaimed before Moſes, when his Glory — xxxiy. 


IO by him: And Eight Sorts of Muſical 
i my ve, Inſtru- 
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Gen. 11. 7. 
II. Ivii. 16. 


Rev. v. 13. 
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Inſtruments, to make up a perfect and compleat 
Diapaſon : with a lofty and conſummate Cho- 
rus, to conclude the whole Pſalter. Let every 
Thing that hath Breath, Praiſe the Lord. Alleluiah ! 
The Breath, that God inſpired into Man; 
and the Mind or Soul it ſelf, are both expreſſed 
by the ſame Word. It is highly fit, that all 
breathing Creatures ſhould be as active in prai- - 
ſing their Creator, as all the inanimate Creatures 
are, and for ever muſt be Paſſive, at leaſt, in 
paying this due Tribute, A Work, in which 
the whole Creation always was, now is, and 
ever will be employ'd. The 148 th Pſalm, and 
the Canticle Benedicite, put this Aſſertion out 
of Diſpute. Which is fully confirmed by that 
great Favourite of Heaven, the beloved Divine, 
in his wonderful Apocalyps. Every Creature 
which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, and under 
the Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, Honour, Glo- 
ry, and Power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Tho 
ſenſitive and inanimate Creatures do not articu- 


lately ſpeak the Praiſes of their Creator, and 
our Redeemer ; yet they all with one Conſent 


joyn therein, as the Glory of the Sacred Trinity 
ſhines in them : And thus all his Works ſing, 


Pſal. cxlv.1o. Alleluiah. 


I ſhall confine my following Diſcourſe to 
.-:theſe two Branches. 

7 Concerning Harmony in general. 
II. Concerning Church-Muſick. 


—1 -OLMulick and Hargony in general. It was 


reer 


a 


5: #4. 

a received Opinion amongſt the old Philoſo- 
phers, that the univerſal Frame derives from 
Harmony, and runs thro” all the Compaſs of the 
Notes. That the Eternal Mind compoſed the 
firſt thwarting Motions, and reducing them to 
fixed Rules and Number, ordained all Things 
by the Laws of Muſick v. And it was particu- 
larly a dogmatical Poſition of Pythagoras, Archi- 
tas, Plato, and others, that the Circulation of the 
Air, and the Motion of Bodies, cou'd neither 
exift at firſt, nor ſubſiſt afterwards, without 
Muſick ©. The Flame, they make to be the 
Altus; Water, and Air, the Mean, and Tenor; 
and Earth, the Baſe. The Swift, the Slow; the 
Flat, the Sharp; the Short, the Long; all ſweetly 
join in one harmonious Conſort, and the Diapa- 
ſon cloſeth full in Man. 

The human Soul, they ſay, is Muſick : where- 
in Love and Hatred, Hope and Fear, Joy and 
Grief, and the reſt of the Affections and Paſſions, 
like various Chords and Diſcords, make up the 
Scale. And ſome Divines have ventured to ſay, 
That the Sacred Trinity is repreſented in Mu- 
ſick *: which is made by Pulſation, Voice, and 
Blaſt. 


* 


— 


b Omnia a Deo ſecundùm Harmoniam inſtituta. 

Motus Rerum & Stellarum Circuitiones Pythago- 
ras, Archita, Plato, reliquiq; antiqui Philoſophi, fine 
Muſica, neq; fieri, neq; conſtare affirmaverunt. Plat. 
Eth. Pars ada. de Muſica Comment. 

4 Repreſentatur Trinitas in Conſonantiis Muſicis. 
Omnis ſonus harmonicus editur aut pulſu, aut voce, aut 
flatu. Pulſus importat potent iam Patris; vox, ſapieri» 
tiam Filii; & flatus, ad bonitatem Spiritds Santi re- 
_ Semper neceſſe eſt Tria hæc uni in Auditum ineidere, 
ſonum, tempus, & ſyllabam. Plat. de M . 


Eccleſ. ii. 8. 


Jam. i. 17. 
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: Blaſt. The firſt denotes the Omnipotent Pow- 


er; the ſecond, the Wiſdom of the Word, 
and the third, the Breathings of the Spirit. 


This Topick-wou'd admit of a large Diſcourſe. 


1, Concerning the reputed Authors of the Sci- 
ence, and firſt Inventors of Inſtruments of 
Muſick. | 
2. Of the powerful A = Effects thereaf 
I ſhall make ſome ſhort Remarks upon theſe. 
1. The firſt and great Author of this Bleſſing, 
(which is juſtly ſtyled, The Delight of the Sons 
of Men) is the Father of Lights, from whom 


cometh every good and perfect Gift. The Uni- 


verſe being compoſed of harmonious Numbers, 
as hath been ſaid. 

The Egyptians held A to be the fir 
Author of the Art of Muſick: And the ſeve- 
ral Kinds thereof, and of Muſical Inſtruments, 
are appropriated to their reſpective Compolens 


and Inventers. 


Two of the moſt celebrated nem 
among the Ethnicks, were the Lyra and Cithara, 
(both of them we tranſlate, Harp.) The Lyre 
was aſcribed unto Mercury; and the Cithare 
(which is rather our Harpſecol, Lute, or Guit- 
tar) unto Apollo : which he having improv'd, 
yielded up the Lyre to Orpheus. Hieraclides ſays, 
that Amphion was the firſt Contriver of the 
Cithara ; and * Terpander the beſt Improver there- 

ERP A of: : 


47 3 (quem in Convivits Egypt | caurant) 

Autorem fuiſſe Muſices narrant. Plar. de Ifde & Oſride. 
* Aiunet Terpandrum primùm Modis Citharzdicis 

Nomina impoſuiſſe, & Enharmonii Generis fuiſſe Re- 


rtorem, & denuſtum quendam. N ee in 7 ng 
vexiſle, \n 22 
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"; of: Tis ſaid, Terpander firſt made the Canon, . \ A 
d; gave the Moods, or + Modes of meaſuring t Gr. News, _ 
1 Notes, and taught the Principles of Compoſi- % 
4 tion, due Proportion, and Symphony. Hyagnes 
K 7 « dar 
* and Mar ſyas, were famous for their inventing of 
of BB Muſical Tubes, as Flutes, Pipes, and Haut- 

| boys, &c. And Plato himſelf was a great and 
f. eminent Maſter in Mufick*. ' 
1 But to wave all theſe, and Multitudes more 3 
2 as Ohympus, Cratetetes, Polymneſtus, Thaletas, Alc- 
8 mants, Steſichorus, (which laſt had the Portext of | 
2 a Nightingale ſinging upon his Lips, in his Cra- RT 
i dle) all recorded and contended for by Antiqui- = 3 
55 ty: It may ſuffice, that we produce a Perſon in 
\ a much earlier Age; being the 7h Generation 
t from Adam, in Cain's Line; viz. Jubal the Son 3 
of Lamech, who (we are aſſured) was the Father Gen. 4. 21 
5 of all ſuch as handle the Harp, and the Organ; and 
3 probably of all ſucceeding Muſicians. 
| Next to the Authors, I am to ſpeak of, 
2. The powerful Influence and Effects of Mu- 
ö ſick, as recorded both in profane and ſacred 
Pages. K. Theodorick, in an Epiſtle to Boetius, 
| lays : * When this Queen of the Senſes comes 
„forth in her gay Dreſs, all other Cogitations | 
| 4% B 12 0 give 


r 
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F. Platonem etiam rerum Muſicarum fuiſſe peritum. 
Plut. 1 e eee | 

n Hæc quum de Secreto Naturæ tanquam ſenſuum & 

Regina, tropis ſuis ornata proceſſerit, reliquæ cogitatio- 
nes exiliunt, omniaq; facit elici, ut ipſam ſolummodo 
delectat audiri.Triſtitiam jucundat; furotes attenuat; 
ſævitiam blandam efficit; ignaviam excitat; vitiatum 
turpi amore revocat ad caſtitatem; expellit anĩmiĩ paſ- 
ſiones; & per inſenſibilium obſeguium prævalet ſen- | 
ſuum exercere Dominatum. -[Caſſvdor. I. 2. var. 41.] _— 
Val. ad Orthod, apud Juſt. Mart. p. 107. | 


4 — —— — _ — * 


Grot, 


% _ 

. give way, and the Powers of the Soul rally 
ce to receive the Delight which ſhe gives. 

c She cheers the Sorrowful; ſoftens the Fu- 
cc rious; ſweetens ſour Tempers; gives a Check 
ce to looſe and wanton Thoughts; and melts 
« to pure and chaſte Defires. In ſhort, ſhe 
cc captivates the ſtray ing Faculties, and moulds 


them into a ſerene, ſober, and juſt Oeconomy. 


Pliny writes of an ÆAthiopian Stone, which he 
calls Theamedes, of a Quality reverſe to the 
Loadſtone: as this draws Iron to it; ſo that 
drives Iron from it. Such is the Property of dif- 
ferent Sorts of Mufick. One kind raiſes the 
Paſſions ; another ſubdues them, Experience 
ſthews, that as ſharp, ſhort, and ſpritely Airs, do 


invigorate the languid and dull: So the more 


ſoft, flow, and long Meaſures, do wonderfully 
compoſe the diſorderly Paſſions, reducing them 
to a ſerene and ſedate Temper. | 
Homer, who was a skilful Mafter in the moſt 
agreeable Kind of that Science, introduces 
Achilles quelling his Rage againſt Agamemnon, 


by the Help of Mufick. — And Plutarch tells us 


of Terpander's appeaſing a ſeditious Inſurrection 
in Lacedemop, by his harmonious Lays. 

A learned Commentator (upon 1 Sam. x. 5.) 
makes mention of Pythagoras ſoftning fierce 
Minds; Aſclepiades, putting a Stop to Sedition ; 
Damon, reducing drunken Men to Sobriety, 
and petulant Men to a modeſt Behaviour ; and 
of Xenocrates, who brought Mad-men to them- 
ſelves ; and all by the Help of Muſical Sounds. 

But be theſe Things how they will : Sacred 

$i 2 Writ 


12 


(n) 


* 
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Writ informs us of very admirable Effects of 5 


inſtrumental Mufick. For in the laſt cited Place 
we read, that when Samuel had anointed Saul; 


and fore- telling his Progreſs, he ſays, Thou ſhale | 


come to the Hill of God, &c. and ſhalt meet a Com- 
pany of Prophets, coming down from the Higl- Place, 
with a Pſaltery, and a Tabret, and a Pipe, and an 
Harp before them: And they ſhall propheſie : And 
the Spirit of the Lord ſhall come upon thee, and thou 
ſhalt propheſie with them, and ſhalt be turned into 
another Man, v. G. 
l can ſee no Conſtruction that can be put up- 
on theſe laſt Words, more natural and reaſon- 
able than this, viz. That Saul ſhou'd imme- 
diately, upon his joyning in that Conſort, be 
endowed and acted with a more noble Spirit, 
than he had before; and receive new Qualifi- 
cations of Wiſdom, Magnanimity, Te. befitting 
his Royal Crown and Dignity, 

And when the ſame Saul had by his Diſobe- 


dience forfeited his Charter, ſo that the Spirit 


of the Lord, which lately came upon him, now 
departed from him, and an Evil Spirit from the 


Lord troubled him, (which the Jewiſh Writers 


interpret, a Diſorder of Mind fomented by the 


Devil) When the Evil Spirit from God was upen 1 Sam. xvi. 
"4 ro the 


Saul, David took an Harp, and play d with his x; 
Hand : So Saul was refreſhed, and was "a —_ 
the Evil Spirit departed from him. 
.. Tho? I am not ſo great a Proficient in the 
cinciples of Incantation, as to believe, that 
David was ſo. famous an Exorciſt, or his Harp 
ſo irreſiſtible. an Amulet, as by the mere Ver- 


| 
| 
| 


(12) 5 
tue of the one, or Authority of the deherg to 
ſend the Devil packing; yet I am inclind to 
think, that Evil Spirits are permitted to make 
Uſe of the Paſſions of the Mind, and the ill 
Humours of the Body, to diſturb the Man; 
and that Muſick has a very great Power to 
qualify the Diſorder, by repelling evil Thoughts, 
and quelling thoſe vicious Inclinations, that 
ariſe either from a Man's wicked Temper, or 
that may be infuſed by the Inſtigation of the 


1. ; 


Devil; and hereby to {often the Man into a 


more. compoſed, ſedate, and cheerful Frame. 
As might be proved by the unanimous Con- 
fent of moſt learned Writers upon this Subject; 
as well as by common Experience. And where- 
as Muſick prepared the Lord's Prophets for 
the entertaining of the good Spirit, (as in the 


2 Kings iii, Caſe of Eliſha, who being conſulted by the 


Three Kings that marched againſt Moab, called 
for a Minſtrel ;, and when the Minſtrel played; the 
Hand of the Lord came upon him) why may not 


Vid. Pool. An. the like Minſtrelſy diſpoſe others to the Re- 


ſiſtance of the wicked Spirit? 
I ſhall conclude this firſt Topick, reſpecting 
Muſick in general, with mentioning the great 


' Veneration which the Ancients had for this 


Science; and particularly the old Greeks * : 


_ . whoſe principal Care was to have all their 
- Youth well diſciplin'd in Muſick, eſteeming it 


to be highly uſeful in every Action of Life 
| Necker 


14 a £45. a 1 * 1 en Ar 1 
3 


i Priſcis Grecis præcipuè cure fuit, ut Adoleſcentes 
Muſica Diſciplina imbuerent: exiſtimantes Muſicam 
ad omnia, neg; ſeriam aQionem & utilem. 


4 % 
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Neither wou'd they at any Time engage in aß; | 
to ſerious and important Affair without it; as | 
ke Flutarch relates: And further adds , That 
il thoſe Cities, which were governed by the beſt 
15 Laws, always had at Heart this liberal Science; 


to and made it their chief Buſineſs to maintain 5 

„it in its primitive Grandeur and Simplicity. In- 

at ſomuch that they laid great Penalties upon 

Ir ſuch, as did corrupt and adulterate their har- 

ie monious Intervals, or degrade them to light, ; 
a vain, and ludicrous Purpoſes. And that 1419 


e. there was no Mufick uſed among thoſe elder + 
- Greeks, that had one Strain adapted for Plays 
; or Theatres: But that it was wholly confined ;,. ,-- 
4 to their Temples, and employ'd. in the Wor- 
r ſhip of their Gods, and praiſing their Heroes. 
: This very Citation ſeems ſufficient even to 
> ſhame Chriftians into a pious Emulation of wo 
4 thoſe Ethnicks; in employing Muſick to the 
moſt Primitive and proper Uſe, viz. To cele- 

brate the Praiſes of the only true God. 

And this leads directly to the next and chief 

Point to be diſcuſſed, (what has been ſaid, 

being an Introduction thereunto) vix. 


2. Con- 12 
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x Civitates, quz' optimis legibus uterentur, maxi- 
mam ingenuæ Muſicæ curam geſſiſſe non 45 a 
I Majeſtatem & ſimplicitatem priſcæ Muſicæ primo 
coluerunt loco, & muldtam definiviſſe traditur iis, qui 
Muſicam eee nullam harmonicorum inter- 
val lorum babeag 15515 „ 
w At eni 5 antit uidres Græcos, nè rlotam qui- 
dem alunt Muſteain - qua Theatris inſerviret; ed woch | 
ee 2 quæ 225 in Templis verſaxetur, 4 
Deorum:venerstioni,.. & Jaydibus bonorum virorum, | 
impenſam fuiſſe. Plut. ds Muſ. Com. p. 481, 486. 
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2. Concerning Church-Mafick, or Eccleſi- 
aſtical Harmony in divine Service. 

In treating whereof, I ſhall not inſiſt upon 
the Muſick of the Voice, and that of Inftru- 
ments disjunctively. I that profeſs my ſelf to 
be a zealous Lover of both, wou'd not, by 
any means, have them parted. That great 
Maſter of Eccleſiaſtick Harmony, who knew 
very well what was beſt pleaſing to the Almigh- 
ty, uſvally joyns them together, in the ſame 
Plat. xxxiii. ſacred Conſort. Praiſe the Lord with Harp, ſing 

#3 wnto him with the Pſaltery, &c. Sing unto him a new 

Song, and play n skilfully with a loud Voice. Again, 
Pſal. lxxxi. Sing we merrily to God our Strength, make a cheer- 
„ 2 ful Noiſe to the God of Jacob: Take the Pſalm, 
bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp, with the 
Neh. xii. 27. Lute, That is, Make good Mufick, both with 
Inſtruments and Voices; and that with all Joy 
and Cheerfulneſs imaginable, and the beft Skill 

you have. 
Of all the Paſſions of the humane 1 
thoſe of Love and Foy are confeſſedly the moſt 


noble and uſeful. In the frequent Exerciſe of 
which, the Mind is the moſt agreeably and 


divinely employ'd. 
1 4 Now whereas one great Injunttion is, Let all 
your Things be done with Charity : So it 18 a Com- 


e ü ſame 

— — TT: — — 

* 129 rendered cunning in Wer, I . xvi. 18. 
Of which Word is derived unn * Title of the 


Fourth Pſalm, 5 


As it is in the Ola Tranſlation, which ſeems nearer 
the Hebrew, np 2 | 


mand from the ſame Peng and dictated by the 
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ame Spirit, Rejege evermore ; Which Exhorta- ; Theſſ.06 


tion is ſtrongly inculcated, as if it were to beat 


it into our Memory. Rejoyce in the 1 alway, Phil, iv. . 


and again I ſay rejoyce. 
I know no one Puty (or lr Pavilege) 


more frequently recommended to the Practice 
of good Men, than that of Cheerfulneſs and 


Delight, in offering that acceptable Sacrifice 


of Praiſe. Rejoyce in the Lord, O ye Righteous: Pſal. xxxiii. 1. 
Praiſe is comely for the Upright. Again, I will Pal. iii. 3. 


praiſe thee with joyful Lips. | 
To this ſpritely Key are moſt of the Plalms 
harmoniouſly tuned, as might be cited in 100 


Places. And the ſame melodious Voice of Joy _ 
and Gladneſs, ecchoes thro' all the Hymns, 


Anthems, and Canticles of our Church. The 
Venite, the Te Deum, the Benedicite, the Bene- 


dict, the Jubilate, the Magnificat, the Cantate, 


&c. are all compendious Syſtems of grateful Joy. 
And good Reaſon: For if the Jewiſh Church 
was obliged to perform all their Religious Acts 


with Gladneſs; to offer their Sacrifices with Joy; Pſal. xvii. 6 
2 Chr. xxix. 
30. and xxx. 


their Feaſts and Dedications with Gladneſs: To ſing 21. 
Praiſes, and to eat and drink with ne As > Nek. * | 


(and Joy it ſelf 3 is called a Sacrifice) To celebrate 


we find they were. 

Can it be ſuppoſed, that Chriſtiaiis are not 
under equal (nay, much greater) Obligations, 
to expreſs their ſuperior Gratitude, with as 
much or more Joy, than the Jews were? Againſt 


whom, that dreadful Catalogue of Curſes was Deut. xxviii. 
denounced, becauſe they ſerved not the Lord with *” * 


Toyfulneſs, and Gladneſs of Heart. Believers have 
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I Gal. v. 22. Foy- For we are told, he Ruit of the Spiri is 
Prov. x. 28. Joy: And that the Hope of the Righteous hall be 
Gladneſs. It is not only our Duty here, but will 


. cCror. ix. 7. be our Reward hereafter, For as God loves 4 
is Jer. ix. 24- ne ſo he delights in a cheerful Servant. 


Accordingly we find the moſt primitive Chri- 
1.11147. - ftians celebrating their Love Feaſts, and the 


Adds ii. 46. ah Euchariſt, with Gtadneſi, and Singleneſs of 


Eph. v. 19. Heart. St. Paul commands the Epheſians'to fing 

; and make Melody to the Lord. And St. James, 

the Brother of our Lord, and Biſhop of Jeuuſa- 

Jam. v. 13. lem, e de ee eee 1 

| . A Ser. both che beſt Time — Gadd; is A 

Kare merry; and e a rho 

m una 4 

From hence in evident; )thas Joy and Mich 

are very proper Concomitants (if not Eſſentials) 

of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. And that the 

Church of God, in all Ages, have made Uſe of 

i "EY the beſt Means that they could, (of which Mu- 

1 ical Inftruments have not been the leaſt) to 
* chear up their Spirits, and ne thei 

© An inen Duty: an nen 

The Church of God, before our Saviour 8 

Incarnation; (who believed in, and were ſaved 


by the ſame Mediator) when they went about 


3 to praiſe God in the moſt devout and perfect 
manner that was known or poſſible (and ought 

not Chriſtians to be as zealous and devout as 
* they d) ſtill call d for Inſtruments of Muſick, to 


. 5 2 4 their 


to rejeye: wbb 
und iv. 13. Joy unſpeutable : and to br g ad with eæcceding 


an) 6 
P 4 Affiſtance, as as is fully evinced by the ſor⸗ 8 
mer Citations; and invited all the World to | 
bear their Parts in the divine Conſort. Shew Pal. xeviii· 
your ſelves joyful to the Lord, all ye Lands, ſing, Ss %% «8 ö 
rejeyce, and give Thanks. Praiſe the Lord upon tte 
Harp : Sing to the Hary (and I hope we Chriſti- 0 
ans have good. Authority to ſay, Sing ro te 
oa with a Pſalm of Thankſgiving. With Trunk | 
pets alſo, and Shawms, O ſhew your ſelves joyful ITT” 7 * +-- 
fore the Lord the King, &c. Now, from this Duty  — == 
of Joy and Cheerfulneſs in the Worſhip of God, | 
it is natural to infer, That thoſe who paint = 
Religion with a dejected, ſour Complex ion. | 
and cloath her in a black, ſlovenly, and melan- fl 
cholick Habit, have very unjuſtly, or at leaſt | 
unskilfully diſguiſed her. She (as we ſee) wears 
a neat; becoming Dreſs ; and has a pleaſant, | 
ſerene, ſweet, inyiting A5 _ 

And now this ſhort Speculation promprs ei, ö 
to reinforce my Subject, which I ſhall further = | 
treat of in the following Particular s. 

1. Of the Antiquity of Church-Muſick. | 

2- Of thoſe Muſical Inſtruments, that were 4 
chiefly uſed in Divine Service. ; , 

3. Of the Excellency and Advantage of this | 1 
Service. Together with the Reaſonableneſs 
thereof. 

4. Of ſome of the Corruptions and Abuſes off it. . 

5. Anſwer an Objection or two. 

1. Of the Antiquity of this ſolemn Way of 
worſhipping and praiſing God with Inſtruments i 
of Muſick, in Conſort with Voices. 
* the eee upon the 92d pſalm, 
os mall 


| 
| 
; 
F 
i 
1 
j 
f 


— 


of 


0 I ; 3 | 
mall de deeni'd authentick, this Uſage will take 
Date from the firſt Age of the World. The 
Pſalm begins with theſe Words: Jt is a good 
thing to give Thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing Prai- 
ſes to thy Name, O moſt High. --- Upon an Inſtru- 
ment of ten Strings, and upon the Pſaltery, upon the 
?P2N + Harp, with the folemn Sound +. Now the Title of 
| * this Pſalm is; A Pſalm or Song for the Sab- 
bath -Day. And the Chaldee paraphraſeth thus, 
An Hymn, a Song, which the firſt Man Adam 
uſed for the Sabbath-Day. 

Gen: iv. 21. Jubal (who is recorded as the aner or at 
leaſt a great Improver of Muſical Inſtruments, 
and ſaid to be the Father of all ſuch as handle them, 

5 i. e. that play well upon them) was the ſixth 
from Cain, and might very probably be Con- 
temporary with Adam, who lived to the Age of 

Gen. v. 3. 930 Vears. And what Reaſon have we to be- 

lieve, that the earlieft Inſtruments of Muſick 
were not made Uſe of in praiſing God, as well 8 
as in Civil Mirth ? This we are aſſured of, that 
ſome were put to this ſacred Uſe, in Concert 1 
with Voices, when Moſes and Iſrael celebrated ( 
the Power and Goodneſs of God at the Red Sea. 
And that this kind of vocal and inſtrumental f 
Muſick, was not adapted only for the Uſe of 
private Perſons or Families; but more eſpe- 
cially for the Service of God in their moſt pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, is plain from the 68 -h Pſalm, 
24, 25. They have ſeen thy Goings, O God, even 
the Goings of my God, my King, in the Sanctuary: 
The Singers went before, the Players on Inftruments 
followed after : among them were the Damſels play- 


Cy * 
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ing with Timbrels : Thus they bleſ9d God in the 
Congregations, as it follows. Tho' the Tranſlation 
of the Ark to Zion, is ſuppos'd to have occa- 
ſion'd the compoſing of this 68th Pſalm; yet 
David (we ſee) has a further View than to that 
preſent Action, viz. To the Temple-Service, and 
even unto the higheſt Myſteries of the Goſpel ; ' 
as will appear to any one, that duly conſidereth 
all the Paſſages of this Pſalm, and compareth 
them with the Deſign that David had, and the 
Preparation which he made, for 8 of the 
Temple; for the Service of which holy Place, 
he appointed 4000 of the Levites to praiſe God 
with Inſtruments, which he himſelf made to 
praiſe therewith, viz. Cymbals, Pſalteries, and : 
Harps ; of which Number 288 were ſaid to be r Chr. xxiii. 
cunning (i. e. skilful) to inſtruct their Brethren, - r. rid * 
And when Cyrus encouraged the Captive Jews 2. 
to rebuild their Temple, there were two Hun- Ezra ii. 64. 
dred Singing-men and Singing-women devoted - 
to the Service thereof. So careful had their Pa- 
rents been (even in their Captive-State) to in- 
ſtruct their Children in Muſick, and keep up 
(as near as they cou d) to the firſt Inſtitution ; 
relying upon God's Promiſe, that the Temple 
ſhou'd be rebuilt. --- To conclude this Tony 
Muſical Inſtruments have been generally uſed | 
in Chriſtian Churches for 1000 Years paſt “. A.D. 666. 
And if it be asked, why they were not intro- Joan. | 2 ö 
duced ſooner, being of ſuch eminent Uſe? The — 2 17, 
Anſwer is plain and reaſonable, namely, becauſe de 
during 3 or 4 of the firſt Centuries, the Church 
was under Fon, and terrible Ferſgcutioan 5 5 
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Numb. x. 1. 
— i. 2. 


— 


15 5s "3 


I Chr. 5 29. W Words ns ufed for Trumpet, 


ſo chat it was ſcarce poſſible either to procure 
the. moſt proper Inſtruments, or to manage 


them in the beſt manner. 


The next Particular promiſed 0 adder this 


Branch, is, 
2. To mention and deſcribe ſuch Mufical 
Inſtruments, as have been N21 7 «ho to 700 
cred Utes. © 

That all manner of latente then known, 
were made Uſe of (not only i m Civil Mirth, but) 
in the divine Praiſes, is recorded in expreſs 
Words, 2 Sam. vi. 5. 

I ſhall make ſome Remarks upon thoſe only, 
that are recommended in the Book of Pſalms, 
and particularly mention d in the 150th. which 


mae find to be Eight in Number; as if contrived 


to make a perfect Diapaſon, or compleat Organ. 
In this Order, viz. The Trumpet, Pſaltery, 


Harp, Timbrel, Flute, IIS W 
Organs, Cymbals. 


1. The Trumpet. Shophar is more truly the 
Cornet. Theſe Inſtruments differed very little 


in Form or Tone. Only the Trumpet was made 


of Metal, (uſually of Silver) and the Cornet 
was made of Horn. The firſt Inſtitution of the 
Trumpet, was for calling the Aſſemblies, and 


_ Lev. v. 9-for the journeying of the Camps. The Uſe of | 


the Cornet was to-proclaim the New Year, and 
the Jubilee. The firſt Hebrew Word, which is 


mn render'd the Trumpet, is Chatzwtzrah. Exod. 


xix. 13. a Word ſomewhat reſembling the 
Sound of the Inſtrument: Tho we find both 


. Or 


, , 
« 


their Parents or Friends. This Place was defaled 


88 N i 
or Cornet, and oftenjoin'd together in Harmony. Pr xeviiiy, 6. 
- The Hebrew Canons ſhew, that at the pub- Numb. x. 2. 
lick Worſhip in the Sanftuary, there never * 
might be fewer e than two, nor more i 
than 120. 

2. The Pſaltery comes t in dim The 2 
Helrew Word Mabel fignifies a Bottle, or 2 Fir- 
cher. It was of a globular kind of Concavity; 1 Sam. x. 3. 
and was either the ſame, or very like to our Lam. iv. 2. 
Viol, or Lute; the next is that abe med £4473 
ius, | 4X ; | 
3. The Hop, Heb. Kimor, a Cittee, or 92. 91 
Guittar, very different from what we now call A 
a Harp. It is often call'd the pleaſant Harp, and PL xx. 2. 
an Inſtrument of Gladneſs; and of a ſolemn Pfal, xcii.3. 
Sound. It is the firſt Inſtrument that we read Gen. iv. 28, _ 

of. And was very skilfully handled by the Ry 
al Prophet, who was ſaid to be a cunning Player I 1 al. 
upon that Inſtrument. The next in Order is, * 

4. The Timbrel. A Tabret or Drum, Heb. Toph, wh 
from the Sound it makes when beaten upon. 

From this Word, Tophet (where they burnt Jer. vii. 21. 
their Children to Maloch) took its Name, and ; 


fignifies Tympanization, or Drumming: which -_ . 2. 


was uſed there, that the Shrieks and Wailings | | iveg 4 


by that good King Foſiah. man 


The Timbrel, or Tabret, was very much pxod. xv. 20. 
uſed by the Daughters of Iſ-ael, in ſpiritual Joy Judg. xai. 21. 
and. Thankſgiving, --- And with this they 2 
often join'd what is call d, | 
ſy The hen Heb. Machs),  Ggnifying : a o 
Fe, 


4 
: 
* 
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* Ainſw, Flute. One Name being given to the Dance, 
5 and the Pipe which they danced unto. Tal. 

cxlix. 3. Jer. xxxi. 4. | 

| 7315 6. Stringed Inſtruments, Heb. Minnijm. Theſe 

| Fides. are not ſo N deſcribed. *Tis probable, that 


. they had ſeveral Sorts of them. The Inſtru- 


ment with ten Strings is often mention'd; 


which differed not much from the Pſaltery or 
ULute, and was uſed in Conſort with it. 
oro 7. Cymbals, Heb. Treltilijm; a Kind of Bells, 
Tech. xiv. 20. ſo calPd from their tinkling Sound; which Epi- 
1 Cor. xiii. 1. thet St. Paul gives them. Of theſe they had two 
Sorts or Sets. Cymbala Auditus, and Cymbala 
vp Ovations; Cymbals of Hearing, and Cymbals of 
Sonora. Triumph. The former are Engliſhed, well- 
fur tuned and well-ſounding Cymbals; the latter 
alt? ſonantia. are rendred, loud and high- ſounding Cymbals: 
Heb, Cymbals eaſy and delightful to be heard; 
ks, and Cymbals of a ſhouting Sound; uſed when 
= they ſhouted for Joy of a Victory. 
al | | The laſt that 1 ſhall mention, and chief of 
a” | 32 Þ 
2 8. The Organ; which (in the Perfection it 


Hebrew Word literally ſignifies Amabile, i. e. 
Lovely. » Moller upon the Words of my Text 
ſays, Hence it came to be the Name of that 
Inſtrument, which is the moſt lovely, and whoſe 


Harmony is the moſt n of all others; 
; and 


quode ejus luſus voluptate afficiat, & amore. . 


— 


2 2 ad- hath arrived to in our Age) doth vertually 
m mavit. include all other Inſtruments of Muſick, The 


ED. Inde nomen W factum eſt. Moller. Digum, ; 


mw i. " ol 6-4 2 


quity, juſtly challenge the Precedency before 


Devotion; and · ſeem (like Wings) to carry up 
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and has the ourticciar Character of being an as XXX. 31. 
Inftrument of Joy, Job xxi. 12. 
The Organ and the Harp do, by their Anti- 


all other Inſtruments whatſoever. The Greeks 
call it, oh-; the Inſtrument ; as if no other "Og32r0y em- 
were worthy to be call'd an lnſtrument in that PO —_— 
Catalogue, where the Organ preſides. | 
The Organ doth, beyond all Diſpute, incom- 
parably excel all the reſt, both for the delight- 
ful Variety, and powerful Rapture of its moſt 
melodious and ſolemn-ſounding Notes. 
I, that am now advanced to ſuch an Age, as 
muſt abate much of that Delight which 1 
have taken in Muſick (the Daughters of Muſick Eccleſ. xii, 4+ 
being in Old Age brought low, i. e. The Organs, 
both of hearing, and judging of Sounds are 
then much weakned, as well as Harmony itſelf 
leſs charming) yet muſt even ſtill confeſs ; that 
a good Organ, gravely and skilfully handled, 
together with agreeable Voices, have a very 
powerful Influence upon my Faculties; both in 
expelling all deſultory, trifling Thoughts, and 
in fixing my Intention, and heightening my 


my Soul Betder hand, to the Place of perfet 
Harmony. Which an eminent Perſon (to wobooſmm 
when living, I was well known) ſaid, was his 
own Caſe, and wou'd ſometimes cry out; If 
this Vale of Tears can afford us ſuch delicious 
Harmony, what "dag pens: _ Et ex- 
Peer above! yer 

8 Lam perſwaded, that moſt of wy "or | 
| dience 
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- + rdience (that are prejudiced). mult be ſenſible 


of the like Effects in themſelves. Eſpecially 
when the Concert is managed with that ſoft, 


ſſmooth, deliberate Air and Gravity, wherewith 


all ſolemn EcclefiafticakOffices ought to be at- 


\ tended. --- And now this experimental Obſer- 
vation reminds me of the next Partner 4 


promiſed to ſpeak to, viz. 
3- The Excellency and Ad vantage of nh 
Muſick ; and the Reaſonableneſs of this Service, 
One of the chief Ends of Chriſtians aſſem- 
bling together, is to render Thanks to God'for 


the great Benefits which we have receiv'd'at his 


Hands, and to ſet forth his moſt worthy Praiſe; 


- a8 Weare all exhorted at the Beginning of our 
' Liturgy : A great part of which is piouſly and 


wiſely compoſed of Hymns and Praiſes; and is 
a continued Service from the Yenite exultemus, 
to the End of the Creed. And a proper Period 
appointed for an Anthem, both at Morning and 
Evening Service. 

How this Part of our Conſtitution derives 
from the Primitive Practice; and how confonant 


to the Means of Religion, it were caly to de- 


monſtrate. 

St. Auguſtine, in his Confeſſions, addreſſeth 
himſelf to the Omniſcient Searcher of Hearts, 
in theſe Terms: © Lord, how was I raviſhed, 
< by the Voices of thy ſweet · ſinging Church! 
6 Their Harmony flowed in at my Ears, and, 
2 © together with that, thy Truth was melted 

« into my Heart; from whence boiled up an 


Ode dae ve Fiery, which iſſued forth in 


— 


« « Tears, 
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| Tears; and-tlien it was well with me,” And 


afterwards he acknowledges the great Benefit of Lib, 10. Ch. 
that-Inſtitytion, and that. RG. e 9 -5 5 | 


the Church. a A Cots 
The vaſt Advantage 1 from Plies" 
Harmony, muſt and will be acknowledged 5 } 
every ſerious Chriſtian, that will give himſelf 
Leave impartially to confider,, hat a wonder- 
ful Influence it hath upon the Mind, to keep 
up a ſteady Intention, and with Pleaſure to 


reflect upon the Subject Matter of what is ſung, 


and play*d; and (as St. Chryſaſtom gloſſeth up- 
on Epb..v. 18, 19.) 4 cauſing the Attention of. 
the Mind to go along with the Voice, and the 
Underſtanding and Affection to accompany it. 


— Whereby Devotion muſt needs be height- 


ned, and à Delight given to the Argument 
which it adorneth; for it doth not only ſweeten 
and embelliſſi Subjects of a joyful Nature, but 


makes even penitential and ſorrowful ones love- 


I). Such Life and Vigour do good Mufick, 
good Voices, and good Words, infuſe into a 


Mind fully intent upon the Matter: and ſo 


languid and heavy are the Motions of the Soul l 


where the Words are mean, and the Muſick 
dull, that every devout diſcerning perſon muſt 


be ſenſible of the vaſt Difference. 


\And hefeit is the Excellency and Uſcfolngls_ 
of our Church Muſick very manifeſt. Ihe 


a doth not only help to Tegulate our 
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Voices, but to revive and exalt our drooping 
Spirits, and raiſe them to a cheerful Pitch, and 
thereby diſpoſe us for that heavenly, Work of 
divine Adoration and Praiſe. F 
Rev. vii. 12. A Work whichis, and will for ever be both 
py Employment and Recreation of the Church 
Triumphant When that beloved Favourite St. 
John, ſaw the Lamb (i. e. the Redeemer of 
Mankind) ſtanding on Mount Zion, and with 
him 144 Thouſand, with his Father's Name 
written in their Foreheads; 3 —: He likewiſe 


and ſi nging before the Throne, Rev. XIV. 1, 2, 3. 
Mr. Medezupon the Place, faith, © ce It is deep- 
ce ly ſettled in my Mind, that the whole My- 
& ſtery of Evangelical Worſhip is herein con- 
cc tained.” But whatever Myfterious Doctrine 
is hereby intended, it cannot enter into my 
Mind, that the Holy Ghoſt would have repre- 


the Ears of the Almighty. 

Nor am I yet convinced, that this Way of 
praifing God with Inftruments and Voices, can 
be unfit for Goſpel-Times, whilſt 1 conſider, 
that the Glorified Saints and Angels in Heaven 


linke manner. 


5 ny Pn is, Amen, Alleluiah! which Hebrew Word is re- 


| frabick Verſion of the Pſalter, is written in 
plübKhin Characters at the End of every Pſalm. 
| Anſwerable to which is our Gloria Patri, &c. 


A 


- 
* 


heard the Voice of Harpers harping with their Harps, 


ſented it by any Practice that is difpleafing t to 


| . do, and ( believe) ever will praiſe bine in the 
We find the Antiphone of the Celeſtial Choir 


' tained in all Chriſtian Churches. And in the 


* 
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and is che ſame i in Subſtance: For in the Ward * 
Jah LHeb. TPI is ee eyery Perſon 


8. the Sacred Trinity. Ain onen 
Now whereas this is che e and proper 


Work of the Celeſtial Inhabitants (for that 
which is the Delight of the Sons of Men on Earth, 

will be infinitely more ſo to the Saints in Hea- 

ven, where nothing can enter, that will in the 

leaſt divert or leſſen their Spiritual and perpe-— 


tual Joy) — And whereas we pray, that God's 


Will may be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven; ſhall 
we not therefore:copy after. thoſe Denitioas of 


Bliſs ? Shall we not in our Religious Aſſemblies 


joyn with the Church Militant, (whereof we 2 . 
profeſs our ſelves Members, and whoſe Lan- 


guage is, Sing unto the Lord, play skilfully) in per- 
forming this reaſonable Service in the moſt ex- 


alted manner that this imperfect State will 


admit of? For whereas inſtrumental Muſick 


(particularly that of the Organ) has been ſo 
ſucceſsfully uſed, to the Honour of God, in all 
Ages of the Church, I ſee no reaſonable Ob- 
jeltion, why we ſhould rejett ſo great a Bleſſing. 
Much rather would I recommend it, as both 
Duty and Intereſt, to advance the Praiſes of our 


Creator and Redeemer, with the utmoſt Skill 
and Courage that we can attain to; and to 


ſummon up all the Poſſe of our nien even 


our God; and ſound forth our Haleluiabs with 


Heart 484 Voice, and Organs alſo, where they » - 1 


15 bs had; and they that haye them, have 
D 2 ent 


— 


all that is within i; and all that is without — . eu 3 
} that may be helpful in extolling the Name . 


* Eph. v. 19. 


Pſal. Ivii. 8. 


; 4 "4 3 
iar Reaſon, not only to praiſe God with 
them, but to praiſe God for them too. 
But when all this is done, it muſt ſtill be re- 
membred, that the Heart is the principal Or- 
gan. It is with this, that we make Melody to 
the Lord. For neither will our Voices, nor In- 
ſtruments (tho never fo harmomouſty tuned) 
be acceptable, unleſs our Hearts alſo keep time 
with them · David took ſpecial Care to tune his 
Heart to his Inſtruments and Voice. Ay Heart 
ee 0 God, my ſeart i fred. I will ſong, and 


Rae Nahe, even 'with my Glory. The Hebrew 


Text literally tranſlated, would be: Firmly pre- 


pared is my Heart, O Od; firmly prepared is my 


Heart. 1 will ſmg, and give Praiſe, &c. And then 
he ſummons up his whole Power to aſſiſt in the 
Work: Awake up my Glory, awake, Pſaltery and 
Harp, F my ſelf will awake early. The Hebrew calls 
the Tongue, 
And ſo St. Peter citing Pſal. xvi. g. [Ay Glary 
rejoyceth;] tranſlateth it; Ay Tongue was glad, 
As ii. 26. David firſt prepared his Heart for 


the Work, and then he employ'd both his 


Tongue and Harp, both vocal and inſtrumental 


- Muſick therein. And without this Prepara- 


q 
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tion of the Heart, which is a ſteady Intention 
of the Mind to the Subject. Matter, the moſt 
harmonious Conſort we can make, will make as 


| cCoarſe a Jargon in the Ears of the Almighty, as 
x Cor. xiii. 1. à ſounding Kettle, or a tinkling Cymbal would 
in ours. To the ſame Effect is that of Bp. 
5 Vol. g. Ser, 8.\Beveridge : If our Hearts do not bear their 


90 ' Part in our Sent en Tones ng 
Fr * * * \ 6 E 


,. 
- 4 


e, Cabud, which is alſo tranſlated Glory- 


* 


as from the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing. - 


( 45 ) | 
er tes act their Parts never {© Skifully; they 
c are but as ſo mar Organ Pipes, which tho 
cc they may help others to praiſe God, yet do 


e j not themſelves.”.-- To prevent this ab: 


ſurdity, let us always conſider, whom. it is that : 
we peak to, when we ſay, Wepraiſe thee, O Gd. 
- | Befoxe I conclude; this Branch of my Diſ- 


1 coyrſe, give me Leave to recommend to your 


Imitation, that chearſul aud harmonious Order 
uſed in our Choirs, and moſt regular Aſſemblies, ©" = 
of offering up this Chriſtian Sacrifice, with Al- n 


ternate Reſponſes. Which, I ſhall enforce, as 


well from the moſt early and Primitive Practice, 


When Miriam Lor Mary; for her Name, nd to 
that of the Virgin Mother were the fame] the Gr. Mactan. 
Siſter of Aaron, and one of the Three principal Mic. vi. 4. 
Guides, aflifted in that Triumphant Hymn of 1 
Moſes with her Timbrel, all the Women went Exod. xv. 20, 
out after her with Timbrels and Dances, Li.. . 
Flutes, or Pipes. ] And the People play d and 
ſung, and Airiam anſwered them. T hey ſang” 
in Parts. 

Philo, the learngd Jew, Gr the Place) b, 

They ſang with Alternate Harmonies *, So we 4 
read, that the Priefts with Trumpets, and the Ezra iii. 1e, 
Aer with Cymbals, ſung together by , = | 


POLY the eden of che Houſe of hs 
Lord was laid. And all the People ſhouted with 
nds ebene — — 


TOE dene ee _ N 
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then play d upon, were of the Triumphant 
Kind,'or Cymbals of a e e before 
—dercribedr = 

The ſame Philo 1] den; of the Way of Wot- 
| ſhip amongſt the Eſſenes, (which Sect, it has 
been thought, our Saviour moſt favoured) faith, 
* One while they ecchoed all together with the 
Ptieſt, and another while returned by way of 
 Antiphonid'®s And both Muſculus and Calvin do 
ſuppoſe, that ſomething very Uke this was 
done by the Apoſtles to our Saviour, i in ſinging 
the Paſchal Hymn :. And if ſo, we bave an 
earlier Prefident for our Uſage, than Socrates's 
Tenatius, or the Teſtimony of Pliny, who ſays, 

that the Chriſtians of the firſt Age ſung 
Hymns to Chriſt, as if he were a "O80 by! turns, 
one after another. 

It were ealy to multiply Authorities left ws 
by the Fathers, that prove Reſponſal Services 
to be of very early Date. 1 ſhall tranſcribe 
a few of them. 

St. Baſil ſays of the ee church Wa: Fl 
they dif] poled themſelves into two Sides, and 
ſung one to another: And St. Ambroſe, of the 
Weſtern Chriſtians v, That their Churches rang 
with Reſponſories. St. ſt oftom ſays, that in 


ASE. \ 


1 GI oY WS. oy oa aft, RU 3 


1 emo, Th bi 7 . Au- 
.. 
5,50 90 which the Jew called, The Great Hymn, 
made up of the 113 Pſalm, and the five following, and 
was ſung upon their ſolemn Feſtivals. 

u Carmen Chriſto, quaſi Deo, dicere ſecum invicem. 
E Induas partes diviſi, ſibi invicem canunt. . 1 


. IS ſtridet Relponibriis dee 


ſam the Lord ſitting upon a Throne, above which 


(31 ) 1 
his Time, 1 firſt alone, and then the 
Congregation ecchoed to him, as with one 
Voice. Correſpondent to that, which Antiquity 
call'd * Diapſalma, in which (as St. Auguſtine 
tells us) the Reader bore his Part, and tze | 
People theirs. And it is obſervable, that tze 
Word Selah *, (Which hath puzzled; ſo max 
Expoſitors, and which we find above go times 
occurring in the ſacred Hymns and Pſalms, 
and not elſewhere) is by the LXX conſtantly + 
render'd ald ,, which fignifies an inter- 
changing of Voices in Pſalmody e. 

. That the bleſſed Angels themſel ves fing i in 
Parts, i is manifeſt from that Viſion of the Evan- 
gelical Prophet, 1/a. vi. 3. where he faith, He 


ſtood the Seraphim, and one cry d' to another, and 
ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the 
whole Earth is full of his Glory. The Hebrew is Heb. I 
very emphatically expreſs d, This cried. to this. N W 
And we find the ſame Hymn ſung by the four 
Beaſts, and the four and twenty Elders i 1 the Rev. iv. 8. 
ſame manner anſwering by Courſes. | n 

I Ticannot- ſee what better 3 can = 0 
wiſhed for, to juſtify and commend. the decent 
and devout Uſage of our Church, in her Re. 
nee len e, how can we recon-. 


2 . Nano r wad 7 cile : 
8 — — — . : 
Aus s dd {dies wy 225 eee 
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i Aid:laaua, Vocis inter 2 utatio. 15 

* mv ſamme, vehemenriſhme, a 2 Eleyate. | 

e 00 4h eee 
E Vid. Allianc. Div, Offic. by H. / Hir. p. 38, 56, 


= Cm) 
. (Comme, Tet-us Lift af . 
Vice) even unto common Senſe; if oe 
are not to bear a Part? 10320047 F 10697 
- I ſhall conclude this Parthian wich ches 
Bp.povrid Words of a learned Prelate, and univerſally 
| ' Serm. 8. LS. allowed to be as pious, dev out, and exemplary 
a Biſnop, as any in his Time. His Words are; 
« This: is the moſt ancient Practice of the 
& Church, and was undoubtedly the Catholick 
< Uſage in Primitive Times; as being the 
cc moſt eaſy and proper Way for all the People 
to joyn together, in ſetting forth the Praiſes 
| < of God, and the beſt Means whereby to keep 
„ gur Minds intent upon the great Work we 
are about, and to aſſiſt, quicken, and excite 
one another in the Performance of it. 
8 Much more might be added to illuſtrate this 
Argument, of the Lawfulneſs, Excellency, and 
Advantage of facred Harmony, inſtrumental 
and vocal, in Chriſtian Aſſemblies. As that it 
| was highly approved of by God himſelf before. 
| our Savionr's Incarnation, and alſo. by. Jeſus 
„ Chriſt and his Apoſtles afterward; other wiſe of: 
= they would not have ſo frequently joyn'd inthe WI. 
| Temple · Service. That it was uſed by the Pri- Io 
| mitive Chriſtians (before the Time of Vitalia- 
nut, as ſome ſay, but undoubtedly) aſſoon as — 
the Church began to flouriſh under a ſecular 
Porer: By almoſt all Chriſtian Churches at Meorp 
chis Day, Remiſb as well as Reformed; (eſpe- We 
* cially by the Luther ans, ho are by fonie blamed: M 
| for their too exceſſive Uſe thereof) nay, even — 
by Heathens, as well as-by Jews and ie Se 
f , e 8898 ax" 1 20 SR) Nidau 51H 5 quaſi 
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ofkditelr Banks Gm due aden eumals.* . 


the lawful Helps of Nature and Art. 


1 ſhall readily own; that Muſick is not wholly | 
exempt” from Corruption and Abuſe; more 
than' other very valuable 2 Which | 
is the next, and N 


4th Particular under cenie 


- Thave before mentioned the great Eſteem 


that the Ancients had for ſober and grave Mu- 
ſick, and how ſeverely they puniſh'd thoſe that 
corrupted the Majeſty and Simplicity of this 
(once chaſt and undefiled) Virgin, — And when 


ſucceeding Ages began to proſtitute her to 
light, wanton, Theatrical Purpoſes; and to 
ferve thoſe idle and vile Ends, had disjointed 
the due Proportion of Sounds, by dividing their | 


flow and ſolemn Time, into quadruple and 


cept of Natural Religion: That the great Cres 
ator ought to be adored and praiſed by all his 
reaſonable Creatures, inthe beſt manner, byJall 


+ * 
0 ＋ | 


octuple Shreds : Pherecrates the Comedian in- — de Muſ. 


troduces Muſick upon the Stage in the Figure 
of a Woman, with a tawdry, ſluttiſſi, and rag- 


ged Dreſs; a mangled Body, and a whortſh  . 
Look : and «op N La of the vile 


E Abuſe 3 
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a Is ad mos periit. Adeo quidem, ut Pher 


Comicus Muſicam introduxerit, figurà muliebri, totum 


corpus verberibus fæde multatam, facirq; juſtiriany 
ues - de causà hujus fœditatis, & Poeſin fic te · 


eue initium mihi fuit Menalippidles 2 
Is primùm arre — me laxavit nimis 
Fidibuſq; bis ſex molliorem reddidit, & e. 


Sed & alii Comædiarum ſcriptores 


eorum ineptias, qui poſtea temporis Muſigam in minuta 
quaſi fragmenta conciderunt. Plat, Ahle. pars 2d. p.483. 


Com. p. 482. 
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ttherers, of (the truly genuine) Mufick ; who 


; * -£ 34) 
Abuſe; ; and the * returning A deplorable 
Anſwer. 7 

The Maſters. of Muſic 
to themſelves the Honour | 
fully improved upon thoſe before them. And it 
is true, if to mince the ſhorteſt Note of Time, 
that was uſed by the Ancients, into 32 Parts; il © 
and the longeſt into 256; and thereby to re- 
duce an even and ſteady Pulſe, into a trem- 
bling Vibration, be an Improvement; or if it 
be an Honour to the Science, to make her a 
Bawd to Lewdneſs and Debauchery ; their 
Claim is juſt. If before Plutarch's Days, ſuch 
bitter Complaints (as he informs us of) were 
made againſt the Corrupters of grave Muſick, 
chiefly becauſe they mangled its ſlow Notes > 
into minute Fragments, (as he expreſſeth it) ] 
whereby Looſeneſs and Obſcenity was much en- 
couraged: What Invectives can be too ſevere 
upon our modern Compoſers, or rather Mur- 


3 Age, aſſume 
f having wonder- 


have multiply'd the leaſt Fragment (that their 
old Brethren had fo ſcandalouſly coin'd) into* 
four Times the Number of Notes, ſcarcely di- 
ſtinguiſhable, to ſerve a much lewder Age than 
the former ? --- Inſtead of the moſt natural Pro- 
perty of Muſick, which is to exhilarate; it is 
enough to chill 'a Man's Blood, to ſee, how 
even the civil Uſe of ſo beneficial and glorio 

a Science, is inverted to profane and vile Pr 

poles. --- This is a ſore Evil. 


4 But 
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( 5 1 
But when any Muſical Inſtrument (for in- 1 
| Week an Organ) i is dedicated to a ſacred Uſe j 
ſurely it ought to be handled in the moſt ſober, 
grave, and ſolemn manner; and great Care ta- 
Ken, that the Service of God; which ſhould be 
advanced thereby, be not profamed. | | | 1 
In the Council of Senes, it was decreed thus f: A. D. 980, 
> 2 will not have any light, wanton Volunta- 
« ry play'd upon the Organ. Which diſcovers, 
that there either actually was (or at leaſt Rods 
Danger of) an early Infection. 
John XXII. reproves certain notorious Abuſer 
in Church - Muſick. And among them this that 
follows; © They chaunt their Hymns in ſhort 
Semibbeves, and Minims, and flur ir * * 
Triple-Time, and ſhort Deſcantt. 
When ſacred Harmony was firſt introduced 
into Chriſtian Aſſemhlies, the Time of Notes 
then uſed, were Zarge, Long, and Breve: Which) 
are now grown ſb obſolete, that Semibreves and 
Minims (then condemn '4) are generally ' the 
longeſt and loweſt Notes in our modem Com. | 


poſition ®, 9 913 5 
A ſhall conclude this Topick, with * Hort: 
Advies e to both ie e and Hearers. 
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Eccleſia, impudica, aut laſciva Harmonia: Concil. Seng: 
nens. decret. 17. A. B. 980. Will. pep, 683. 

In ſemi — 4 minimas cclefiaſtica cantantur; 
| Diſcantibus lubricant; Triplis inculcant, Se. Joan. 22. 
Bu Zxtravu. —_ Jib, 3. Tit. 1. C. 1. Cit. in Will. 7. "TE 
| n0ps. Papiſmi, . 
b It was 110 55 by a Perſon of « penereting Judgments 5. 
that too quick Time in Muſick, and too flow Time in 
the Law, may proye pernicious to both r 


* 
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Io the firſt; that they tranſgreſs not the 

grave and ſober Laws of Church-Muſick, by 
making the Organ to give an ee 
Sound in light Airs, and rattling Interludes, 
fitter (if fit for any thing) for a Maſquerade, 
or Play-Houſe; than for the Houſe of God. 
Jo the latter, viz. Hearers, that whilſt, they 
liſten to the outward Sound, they forget not 
that inward Melody, which ſhou'd be mage in 
their Hearts; without which, (as, bath been 
proved) the former will be in the Ears of the 
_ Almighty a meer Jargon, highly ping 
_ provoking. 
Many more Abuſes might be d in 
. but 41 haſt to a Con- 
cluſion. And yet in my way I muſt account for 
another promiſed Particular ; which is, 

5. And laſtly. To mention ſome Objections 
(for I deſpair of filencing all bold Detractors) 
againſt the Uſe of Muſical Inſtruments in Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies, as being altogether unlawful; 
and to ſhew the n of any ſuch 
* 

What has been ions 5 in this Diſcourſe. 
one wou'd hope, might be taken for a full An- 
ſwer to all (at leaſt unprejudiced) Opponents. 
But notwithſtanding all that ever hath been, 

or ever can be ſaid in this ſo clear a Caſe; yet 
there always have been, and, it is to be feared, 

| vs Men of perverſe Spirits, that will 

; call Good, Eyil; and Sweet, Bitter; without 
3 " Ra to the Woe en 1 ſuch 
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Jp this Clas are to be found fome malignant - 


Perſons, or Parties, that ftudiouſly contrive to 


make the greateſt Diſcord in our ſacred Har- 
mony, ſome by loading the inoffenſive Organ 


wirh the moſt. offenſive Obloquiesz. others 
peſpattering it with moſt vile and fordid Re- 


flexions; throwing their Dirt about in the moſt 
idle, nauſeous, and ſhallow Compariſons, that 
can poſſibly be thought of, and nobel: for any 


ſober Man to repeat aber Shams -: 


But why ſhou'd we ſtartle at this pelting of 
the poor paſſive Organ; whenas ſo many Bat- 
teries have been raiſed, and Mines ſprung by 
the ſame. Adverſary, to demoliſh the happy 
Eftabliſhment of a Non-refifting Church? | 


I know no Anſwer ſo fit for theſe Kind of 15 


filly Calumniators, as to contemm and flight 
them. 

But foraſmuch as che * * Rill 
fands her Ground, againſt the mighty Efforts 


of theſe noiſy Aggreſſors; they muſt be rein- 
forced with freſh Recruits. And now we muſt 


E to encounter their Civilians; who will 
e her to —— Juſtice, enn e 


a Criminal. 


One gravely e Church · Muſick as an 
abominable Idol, and brings the old Ethnicks 


togive Evidence of their.idolatrous Uſe thereof. 


Another condemns the Organ, as a dangerous 
and àntichriſtian Machine, invented by the 
Scarlet-Whore, to Alluce unwary Souls to com- 
mit ſpiritual ion with her. And to 
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bl popes and 8 their Retinue,; are 


produced, to atteſt the Uſe thereof in their 
1uperſtitious Worſhip. --- It muſt be allowed. by 
all, that many Uſages (which in themſelves ar 

pre He genre and religious) were by the Gen- 
tiles (who had no written Law but in their 
Hearts, Nom. ii. 1 5.) ignorantly miſapply'd in 


the Worſnip of falle Gods; as they did their 


Sacrifices, Incenſe, and ocher Libations. And 
yet theſe very Services, when devoted and paid 
(as the Nature of them required) unto the True 


God, were far from e unlawful or Unaccept- 


= 
18 ws 
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And if we * reject Cburch-Muft ck, mere- 


ly becauſe the Papiſts ule it; it is to be feared, 
that the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Baptiſm, 


and the Euchariſt, may (ſometime) be cenſur- 
ed for ſuperſtitious Ceremonies; and a great 
Part of the ſacred Volumes wou wd, for the ſame 
Reaſon, fall under the like Imputation. — | 
take this to be an Anſwer more than ſufficient 
to, ſuch trifling Objectors. 

There is but one Objection againſt Church- 


Muſick; that I know of, that has any Colour, 
either, of Religion or Reaſon todefend ir. And 


th 
ng the Us 0 Muſcat Inf unten i the 


Worſnip of God, was à Rudiment of the Law, 


and only fuited to that Infant State; as 8 
of their Ritual Ceremonies werd 
Io this I muſt give a ſeriqus Anſwer. And, 
1. If they mean the Ceremonial Law of the 
dert; we do ſay, that facr&d Harmony was no 
Part nor Preſeription thereof. But if they take 
the Law in its full Extent, we: further reply, 


2. That 7 ede were uled in 


Divine Worſhi „long beſo of the 
(as 0 a 5700 Man an en 


ae af eat) 17901 tation. 5 
3. That —— whale Law, whether 
Moral, Judicial, or Ceremonial, we find no 
- Mention x ade 


— W. Initrument... 0 he 2 


Trumpet: And chat was 7 if 8 1 
uſed to give Notice of Feſtivals, and c calls 
People to celebrate them. But that. the reſt | | 
were appointed, or at leaſt employ'd in divine 
Service, when the e was at the 4 
Zenith of its moſt ſpiritual Perfection, is plain. Sem. vi. ry 
Which Worſhip the Scriptures of the New Tea WM 
ſtament recommend to us, and which the 2 
Chriſtian Church has ever ſince made a prin- Vid. Dr. Trw- | 
cipal Part of her own. eins Serm. 
When the Gainſayers of our ſacred Harne *** 
ny ſhall produce any one fingle Inſtance in the 
Holy Scriptures, that doth declare againſt, or | 
even diſcountenance the Religious Service, 3 | 
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which I have been treating of; we will own they 
fay ſomething. Till then it will behove them „ 
tobe ſilent, or at leaſt to expect, that their obbvꝰꝰẽœPͥ⁵ 
ſtreperous Clamours will be very little regarded. 11255 1 4 
They are expreſly called Muſical Inſtr. oy 8 Na vi. = 
f God, i.e. appointed and appropriated to the 42. 
Worſhi and Honour of God. [Pool Amet,] , 
Now I have no Notion what Kind of Divinity - 
ſome of our new Lights are en with, that 
devote them all to the Devil. 4 
We are well aſſured, that the mot devout — = 
Men have found Advantage by them,. and £2 
greatly delighted in them; if holy David, and 1 
our divine Herbert, may paſs for ſuch. _— 
So that Iam almoſt tempted to think, that : 
ſuch Men as arrogate to themſelves the ho- 
nourable Title of Chriſtians, (and perhaps 
Saints too) and yet decry this agreeable and 
lovely way of praiſing God with proper Inſtru- 
ments and Voices; or plead, that it came into 
the Church only from a perverſe Imitation of 
the old aboliſhed Ceremonial Law, wou'd like» „ 
] wiſe expunge all the outward Beautifulneſs of Pal. xcvi- 9. | [ 
; Holineſs; and ſet. up their Idol of Deformity, 
a and Slovenlineſs in the Room thereof. „ 
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wolf But it is high Time to put a Period to this 
Diſcourſe. And if my Audience ſhall blame me 
for detaining them too | longs I cannot 2 
2 them. 
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them. However, I am fatisfy'd I have done the 
Subject Injuftice, by too ſtudy'd a Concileneſs. 

To conclude: As there is nothing in our 
Power to perform, which is more highly plea- 
fing to God, than devout and cheerful Praiſes ; 
Whoſo offereth Praiſe, glorificth me : is the Voice 
of the mighty God, the Lord hath ſpoken it; 


vi. 1. (to let Men know, that the Sacrifice which 


he moſt highly prizeth, and indiſpenſably re- 


quires, is that of Thanks and Praile) ſo there 


is nothing more agreeable to our own Natures. 
Every natural Action hath ſomething of Plea- 
ſure in it; and this of Praifing God, being the 
higheſt of all, muſt neceſſarily be attended with 
the higheſt Satisfaction and Delight. My Soul 


ſhalt be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatutſs, 


when my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips. It 


Plal.cxlvii.1.is 4 good Thing to ſing Praiſes unto our God; yea, 


a joyful and a pleaſant Thing it is to be thankful. .. 
The moſt charming Delights that reſult from 
any other Action, are not comparable to that 
true and pure Pleaſure, that devout and pious 
Souls enjoy, in that divine and heavenly Work 
of magnifying the ſacred Trinity, and adoring 
him in his moſt ſtupendious Works of Creation, 
Providence, and Redemption. This, this puts 
our Souls into a Prepoſſeſſion of that happy 
Place and State, where Rivers of Pleaſure. for 
ever flow; and enters us into the ever-bleſſed 
Society of Angels, Saints, Martyrs, and the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perfect: whoſe Work (we 
know) it is, and whoſe Buſineſs and Recreation 
it ever will be, to celebrate the divine Praiſes, 


with perpetual and renewed Halleluiahs. 


Grant, O moſt adorable Majeſty, that we thy hum- 
ble and thankful Servants may ſo faithfully ſerve thee, 
and ſo acceptably praiſe thee in this Life, that at laſt 
we may be received into that harmonious Place, 
where with Angels and Arch-Angels, and all the 
Company of Heaven, we ſhatl everlaud and e 


thy glorious Name, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lo 
Amen, Halletuiab ! 5 | 4 r\ 
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